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IN THE JUVENILE COURT 
FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, ALABAMA 

 
In re: the matter of    §               

      §        
          §                 
CLAUDETTE COLVIN,   §  Case No.      
(d.o.b. Sept. 5, 1939).    §  (Circuit Court Case No. 28785) 
             § 
          
 

MOTION TO SEAL, DESTROY, 
AND EXPUNGE JUVENILE RECORDS 

 
 
 Come now attorneys Phillip D. Ensler and Gary L. Blume, the 
latter of Blume & Blume, Attorneys at Law, P.C., as attorneys for 
Claudette Colvin, the above-captioned now adult/former child in these 
proceedings and, pursuant to the provisions of §§12-15-136 and 12-15-
137 Code of Alabama (1975), respectfully move the court to:  
 
 

I. Vacate all Orders and Findings in connection with Claudette 
Colvin’s case(s); 
 

II. Order the sealing, destruction, and expungement of all Legal 
and Social files and electronic records of the Court concerning 
Claudette Colvin; 

 
III. Order the sealing, destruction, and expungement of all records, 

reports, files, and electronic records of the Juvenile Probation 
Office concerning Claudette Colvin; 

 
IV. Order the sealing, destruction, and expungement of all Law 

Enforcement records, files, and electronic records concerning 
Claudette Colvin; 

 



  2 
 

V. Order the sealing, destruction, and expungement of all 
Preliminary Inquiry reports, records, files, and electronic 
records concerning Claudette Colvin; 

 
VI. Order the sealing, destruction, and expungement of all 

Predispositional Study reports, records, files, and electronic 
records concerning Claudette Colvin; 

 
VII. Order the sealing, destruction, and expungement of all 

Psychiatric or Psychological reports, records, files, and 
electronic records concerning Claudette Colvin; 

 
VIII. Order the sealing, destruction, and expungement of all 

Supervision reports, records, files, and electronic records 
concerning Claudette Colvin; 

 
IX. Order the sealing, destruction, and expungement of all 

Department of Youth Services reports, records, files, and 
electronic records concerning Claudette Colvin. 

 
 

In support thereof, counsel aver the following: 
 
 

1. Claudette Colvin (d.o.b. 9/5/1939) was the child involved in 
the above-captioned Juvenile Court case file(s).  Claudette 
Colvin is now an 82-year-old adult.   
 
 

2. Claudette Colvin turned the age of 21 years on September 5, 
1960.  At that point, the Juvenile Court’s jurisdiction over 
her expired.  Implicit therewith was that she achieved final 
discharge status regarding these cases. 

 
 

3. More than two (2) years have elapsed since the final 
discharge of Claudette Colvin. 
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4. More than five (5) years have elapsed since Claudette Colvin 
attained the age of majority. 

 
 

5. The said Claudette Colvin has not been convicted or 
adjudicated delinquent or youthful offender of any felony or 
misdemeanor involving sexual offenses, drugs, weapons, 
violence or threats of violence, prior to the filing of this 
Motion and no proceeding is pending seeking the conviction 
or adjudication of such offense.  Indeed, since the incident 
that gave rise to the charges in this case, Claudette Colvin 
has not been arrested or otherwise referred to law 
enforcement under any circumstances. 

 
 
6. The charges in this case all resulted from Claudette Colvin’s 

March 2, 1955, exercise of her constitutional right to equal 
protection of the laws under the 14th Amendment of the U. S. 
Constitution.  Specifically, then 15-year-old Claudette Colvin 
refused to comply with the unconstitutional Jim Crow era 
law requiring people of color to surrender their seats on 
public buses in favor of white bus riders.  That law was 
subsequently held unconstitutional in Browder v. Gayle, 142 
F.Supp. 707 (M.D. Ala. 1956). 

 
 
7. Exhibit A to this Motion is the sworn affidavit of Claudette 

Colvin.  The contents of Ms. Colvin’s affidavit are hereby 
incorporated by reference herein.  
 
 

8. This Court has jurisdiction to consider this motion, pursuant 
to the laws in effect at the time of Ms. Colvin’s prosecution in 
the Montgomery County Juvenile Court.  Although the 
charges were appealed to Circuit Court, jurisdiction was 
remanded back to the Juvenile Court in accordance with 
Title 13, §362, Code of Alabama (1940). 
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9. The setting aside, sealing, destruction, and otherwise 
expungement of the records of the prosecution of Claudette 
Colvin serves the interests of justice and further, 
acknowledges her integral role in the Civil Rights 
Movement. 

 
 
 So moved on this the 26th day of October, 2021. 
 
 
    Phillip D. Ensler 
 
 
     s/ Phillip D. Ensler      
    Phillip D. Ensler [ENS-07] [ASB-3944-H11S] 
    605 Maxwell Blvd #434 

Montgomery, AL 36104  
    917-346-8254 
    phillip.ensler@gmail.com  
 
 

   BLUME & BLUME, 
    ATTORNEYS AT LAW, P.C. 
  
 
     s/ Gary L. Blume     
    Gary L. Blume  [BLU-005] [ASB-0020-L63G] 
    2804 20th Avenue 
    Northport, AL  35476-3835 
    (205) 556-6712 
    gar@blumelaw.net 
 

Certificate of Service 
 
 I hereby certify that I have served a true and correct copy of the above Motion upon 
District Attorney Daryl Bailey, via hand delivery on this the 26th day of October, 2021. 
 
     s/Gary L. Blume      
    Gary L. Blume 
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